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Annual Meeting and Board of Direc-
tor’s Election
  The HQRL annual membership meeting will be held 
on Saturday, January 9th, 2016 at 9 AM at HQRL. 
At that time we will elect 4 members to the HQRL 
Board of Directors. If you are interested in running for 
one of these four positions, please send your resume 
to Jim Johnson at jimatjdsales@comcast.net before 
December 5th, 2015. If you have questions about the 
position, please call Jim Johnson at 253-906-3364 and 
he will give you more information.
  If you would like to run for one of the empty seats, 
we will need a short biography from you. Just tell 
about yourself, such as:  your occupation or if retired, 
your previous occupation; organizations you have 
been or are involved with other than HQRL; hobbies, 
etc. What are your special interests at HQRL--vol-
unteer librarian, special projects, books on the road, 
etc. It is a given that you are interested in or are doing 
genealogy since you are a member of HQRL. If you 
want to be involved with the library but work full 
time, being on the Board of Directors is perfect for 
you! 
  At this meeting we will also be voting on proposed 
changes to the HQRL Bylaws. Ballots for both elec-
tions will be made available to members on about 
Dec. 8th 2015.

Volunteer Appreciation Party 
  This year we are inviting all HQRL members 
and their families to honor our HQRL Volunteers 
at our annual Volunteer Appreciation Holiday 
Party on Saturday January 9th 2016 at the Faith 
Covenant Church in Sumner. The address is 1915 
Washington (The same location that Autumn 
Quest was held). The party will be from 11 AM to 
1 PM. Please plan to be there. HQRL is providing 
finger foods and drinks. Members may bring their 
favorite holiday snacks and desserts if they wish.

From the Chairman of the Board
  Last year at this time I reported that library member-
ship had reached an all-time high of 309. I am pleased 
to report that over the past year, membership has 
now increased to 330! Beginner classes and effective 
promotion have helped to produce this increase. Our 
fantastic volunteers have done an excellent job of 
helping all these new members to get started in our 
great hobby. We are continuing to expand the collec-
tion through book donations and purchases so that we 
can provide the resources to ensure the growth and 
success of the library. Our participation in local events 
has given us the opportunity to make ourselves known 
in the community. The Board would like to thank the 
Management Team and all of the volunteers for mak-
ing the library such a great success.  
  Carole Mederios resigned from the Board due to 
health issues. Sharon Vincent was appointed by the 
Board at the October meeting to fill the rest of her 
term. Welcome Sharon!
- Debbie Johnson

From the Director
  2015 has been a great year for HQRL. Our “Ask the 
Experts” program on October 3rd in cooperation with 
the Puget Sound Association of Professional Genealo-
gists, was a huge success.  Eight people joined HQRL 
that day and 35 people were helped in their research 
by our participating experts. You can be assured that 
we will do this again next year. We have had many 
outstanding classes taught by highly qualified instruc-
tors. We continue to get new volunteers, and we have 
made the library into a cornerstone of the Sumner 
Downtown Community. Our bylaws committee has 
worked very hard this year to improve and update our 
bylaws. They have done a great job crafting an excel-
lent proposal to improve and clarify Articles 5 and 10. 
As Director, I recommend that you approve these 
articles. We have the greatest volunteers in the world 
at HQRL. We appreciate each and every one of you.
- Jim Johnson
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Management Team 2015
Jim Johnson, Director
Carolyn Harkness, Office Manager, Research Coordi-
nator
Jeanine Barndt, Head Librarian
Renae Carnay, Volunteers
Rachel Farley, Newsletter
Jim Jenkins, Promotions
Glenn Gilbert, Technology, Website
Janet Camarata, Special Events
Marilyn Schunke, Education Coordinator
Mike Cook, Bookstore Manager
Gerry Wheeler, Treasurer
Evelyn Hoebelheinrich, Secretary
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Volunteer Librarians
  YAY for our librarians!  I have been very remiss in 
remembering you in our newsletters and so this is 
going to change. Sandy Curtis has joined our group 
recently. I want to extend an excited “Thank You!” 
to her for stepping up as a volunteer. She is fitting in 
perfectly on Mondays!  
  So here’s another reminder that if you’d like to come 
in to help the librarians or become one, please send 
me an e-mail (lizbettcarnay@comcast.net) and we’ll 
find a spot for you too.
- Renae Carnay

Cataloging Help Needed
  Part of my duties as Head Librarian is to catalog and 
process materials to go into the collection. I need to 
have a Cataloging Assistant to help with these du-
ties. The Cataloging Assistant will be responsible for 
cataloging both purchased and donated materials and 
preparing materials to be processed. Qualifications in-
clude working with labels in Word, inputting title/au-
thor information into the correct Excel file, and print-
ing in both Word and Excel. Position will begin after 
January 1 and requires a commitment of one day per 
week. Training will be provided. If interested or you 
would like more information, please email (research@
hqrl.com) with Cat Assistant in subject line or leave a 
message for Jeanine at 253.863.1806.
- Jeanine Barndt

Cash donations
  We thank the following people for their generous 
donations since September of 2015:  Ron Ginther, 
Deborah Johnson (plus Boeing match volunteer 
hours),  Barbara DeFreece, Lynnette Turner & Bruce 
Creamex, Debra Hennings, Phyllis Kleist, Cate Un-
derbrink, Linda Luedthe.
- Carolyn Harkness

Autumn Quest 2015 – Special Events
  Autumn Quest 2015 was held on Saturday, October 
10th at the Faith Covenant Church in Sumner.  Four 
outstanding local speakers gave us excellent advice 
on how to find our female ancestors. Comments from 
the attendees were very positive and included some 
ideas for improvement. Thanks to everyone who vol-
unteered and to everyone who donated items for the 
silent auction.  You made our event a great success.
  At the October management team meeting, I resigned 
as special events coordinator and Janet Camarata was 
chosen to fill my position on the management team. I 
have enjoyed working with our volunteers to coordi-
nate the move to the new building and coordinating 
successful Autumn Quest events over the last several 
years. I know Janet will do an excellent job in this 
position as she is already working with three other 
volunteers to put together an exciting Autumn Quest 
2016 for next year.
- Debbie Johnson

New in the Book Store                                                                                                                                            
DNA
 MyHeritage.com Cheat Sheet-4 page research aid 
(MS3L)
 Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy: 2015 Edition  
(Bookcase 5, Shelf 2)
 Guide to Jewish Genealogy (Bookcase 5, Shelf 2) 
 In Their Words: A Genealogist’s Translation Guide 
to Polish, German, Latin, and Russian Documents, 
Volume I: Polish (Bookcase 5, Shelf 2)
 In Their Words: A Genealogist’s Translation Guide 
to Polish, German, Latin, and Russian Documents, 
Volume II: Russian (Bookcase 5, Shelf 2)
 Where We Once Walked: A Guide to the Jewish 
Communities Destroyed in the Holocaust, Revised 
Edition (Bookcase 5, Shelf 2)
					     ...continued next page
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Online
 Unofficial Guide to FamilySearch.org (Bookcase 1, 
Shelf 2)
 How to Use Evernote for Genealogy: A Step-by-Step 
Guide to Organize Your Research and Boost Your 
Genealogy Productivity  (Bookcase 1, Shelf 2)
Scandinavian
 A History of the Swedish People, Volume One: From 
Prehistory to the Renaissance (Bookcase 4, Shelf 2)
 A History of the Swedish People, Volume Two: From 
Renaissance to Revolution (Bookcase 4, Shelf 2)
State Research
 Colonization and Conquest: British Florida in the 
Eighteenth Century (Bookcase 6, Shelf 1)
 Georgia Research (Bookcase 6, Shelf 1)
- Mike Cook

Flip-Pal Scanner – A Great Holiday 
Gift
  The Flip-Pal Scanner is now available in the HQRL 
Bookstore. It is a remarkable tool that makes preserva-
tion of your important pictures and documents easier 
than ever. It makes an excellent holiday gift for the 
genealogist, or anyone in the family. We also stock all 
the accessories, including cases, software, sketch kits, 
and screen protectors.
  More info about Flip-Pal including great training 
videos can be found at www.flip-pal.com

Request for Donations 
  Our library continues to grow because of donations 
by our members. Here are some of the ways that your 
donations can help:
  Cash donations:  These are always appreciated and 
can sometimes be matched by your employer.
  Genealogy Book Donations:  We accept all types of 
book donations. We are especially interested in State 
and County Histories and Family histories. While we 
no longer keep most periodicals in the collection, we 
do accept them for sale in the bookstore.  
  Magazines:  Back issues of Family Tree Magazine, 
Family Chronicle, and Internet Genealogy
  Silent Auction:  Quality new and collectible items 
are used in our Silent Auction at Autumn Quest as a 
fundraiser.
  Office Supplies:  Printer and copier paper, staples, 
envelopes and other office supplies are also welcome 
donations.

HQRL Snow Closures
  As winter approaches, we face the possibility of 
snow and ice making it difficult for our volunteers 
and patrons to get to the library. To ensure the safety 
of our members and volunteers, we will be closed if 
the Sumner School District is closed. Check with your 
local Radio, TV station, or local computer website 
(www.nwcn.com ) for information on School closures. 
Stay safe this winter!

History Geo Database at HQRL
  The History Geo database at the library has been ex-
panded and improved. Come in and try it today. Free 
for HQRL members. More info about the database at 
www.historygeo.com 
  Printing is Now Possible
  Saving maps now available
  New and Improved Annotation Tools
  A Lot More People to Find
First Landowners project will include millions of new 
plat maps.

Holiday Gift Ideas
  During this holiday season, please remember that 
your library has some great gifts that you can give 
your friends and family for holiday presents.
  A gift membership $35 Family, $30 individual. A 
great gift for your family and friends.
  A Flip-Pal Scanner  
  A book from our bookstore
  A gift certificate in any amount available from the 
bookstore.

Office Depot REWARDS
  If you shop at Office Depot and don’t have a rewards 
card because you don’t purchase enough in a quarter, 
consider giving the rewards to HQRL. All you need is 
the library phone number—253.863.1806. Purchases 
totaling $90 will result in another reward certificate 
for the library. Thanks for your help.
- Jeanine Barndt

New in the Collection
There will be no New in the Collection column this 
issue. Remember to check the shelves at the end of the 
section you are researching for new materials.
- Jeanine Barndt

www.hqrl.com
www.flip-pal.com
www.nwcn.com
www.historygeo.com
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Halloween 
treats
 Despite a stormy All 
Hallows' eve, HQRL 
volunteers gave out 
about 1100 treats be-
tween 5:00 & 7:00 PM. 
The Sumner Downtown 
Association sponsors 
the Street of Treats and 
closes the streets for the 
event. 
 Participating were 
Carolyn Pasquier, Min-
ion; Lorus Gassmann, 
Heineken beer; Glenn 
Gilbert, hooded specter; 
plus Renae Carnay (as-
sisting inside was Dee 
Fournier). They reported 
lots of great costumes 
and a steady stream of treat seekers. Thanks to our volunteers who handed out candy to all the ghosts and gob-
lins on October 31.
-Glenn Gilbert

Autumn Quest - Next Year
  AQ 2016 will be a library-themed seminar with four 
presentations by a nationally-known speaker, Curt B. 
Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF. The Saturday seminar 
will be held at the Emerald Queen Ballroom and Con-
ference Center with Friday and Sunday events planned 
for Heritage Quest Research Library.
Theme: “Enriching Research through Library Sourc-
es”
  Mr. Witcher will present the following four topics 
Saturday - each presentation being a full hour, fol-
lowed by 10 minutes of Q&A:
“Doing Effective Genealogical Research in Libraries”
“Effective Use of the Allen County Public Library 
Genealogy Center”
“Mining the Mother Lode: Using Periodical Literature 
for Genealogical Research”
“Finding the World with WorldCat”
Speaker: Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA, IGSF
Allen County Public Library is the second largest 
genealogical library in the U.S. We are privileged to 
have their Genealogy Center Manager, Curt B. Witch-

er, as our speaker all day.
  Biography:  Curt Witcher is the Senior Manager 
for Special Collections at the Allen County Public 
Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana, where he manages 
The Genealogy Center, the institution’s Rare and Fine 
Book Collection, and the Lincoln Financial Founda-
tion Collection of Abraham Lincoln materials. Curt is 
the project lead on many of the library’s digitization 
initiatives--initiatives that include partnerships with 
the FamilySearch International, the Internet Archive, 
ProQuest, Ancestry, Fold3, and WeRelate--as well as 
growing a site of free, searchable data files at Geneal-
ogyCenter.org.
  Curt is a member of the Genealogy Committee of the 
American Library Association, a former president of 
both the Federation of Genealogical Societies and the 
National Genealogical Society, and the founding pres-
ident of the Indiana Genealogical Society. In addition 
to the more than five hundred record and methodology 
articles he has penned for local, state, and national ge-
nealogical periodicals, Curt has participated in many 
family history conferences and seminars across the 
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country, presenting ideas and strategies to help indi-
viduals find and tell their family stories.
  In the decade of the 1990s, Curt participated in 
Indiana University’s Continuing Education Program 
as an adjunct professor, teaching courses on beginning 
genealogical research.  He is the coeditor of the 1987 
through 2015 editions of the Periodical Source Index 
(PERSI), the largest and most comprehensive subject 
index to historical and genealogical periodical liter-
ature published by the Allen County Public Library 
Foundation. He has served on the Advisory Board for 
Ancestry.com as well as on the FamilySearch Adviso-
ry Council.  From 2002 through 2006, Curt served on 
the review committee for The BYU Family Historian.  
He was a research consultant for both the PBS Series, 
Ancestors.  He is currently the co-chair of the Geneal-
ogy Publications Committee of the Indiana Historical 
Society and a member of Indiana’s State Historical 
Records Advisory Board. 
  Curt was distinguished in 1995 as a fellow of the 
Utah Genealogical Association (FUGA) and received 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies’ highest 
honor, the Rabbi Malcolm H. Stern Humanitarian 
Award.  In 1997, he was one of the Kellogg Founda-
tion’s “Expert in Residence” scholars.  He is the 2002 
ALA-RUSA History Section Genealogical Publishing 
Company Award winner and in 2003 was honored by 

the Indiana Historical Society as that year’s Willard 
Heiss Memorial Lecturer.  Curt was recognized in 
2006 by being named the first fellow of the Indiana 
Genealogical Society. He was honored in May of 2007 
with the National Genealogical Society’s P. William 
Filby award for outstanding, life-time contributions to 
genealogical librarianship.
  Saturday Location: The Emerald Queen Ballroom 
and Conference Center is in Fife, Washington, just off 
I-5. This is a new, non-smoking, free-standing facility 
with plenty of room and is across the parking lot from 
the Emerald Queen Hotel and Casino. The presen-
tation slides should be easy to read from any one of 
three screens - each 15-feet wide.
  More learning and research opportunities will be 
provided at the Heritage Quest Research Library in 
Sumner, Washington. If you have never researched 
at HQRL, this will be your opportunity to see what is 
available. Stay tuned for more details.
  To continue to receive emails regarding Autumn 
Quest 2016, please add HQRLAutumnQuest@gmail.
com to your email contact list.
  We look forward to Autumn Quest 2016 on Octo-
ber 7-9, 2016 - save the dates.
  HQRL Autumn Quest 2016 Team:  Jeanine Barndt, 
Janet Camarata, Phyllis Kleist, and Marilyn Schunke.

Mark Your Calendar
  Roots Tech 2016 is set for February 3-6, 2016 in Salt 
Lake City. Whether you attend in person or on-line, 
there is always much to learn from the experts. Popu-
lar biographer, Doris Kearns Goodwin, will be one of 
the keynote speakers.
  Watch for interviews about new products with your 
favorite bloggers on those days too.
- Editor

Harvard Collection
  Harvard University has launched a new website 
called the Colonial North American Project. It in-
cludes 150,000 images of diaries, journals, notebooks, 
and other rare documents from the 17th and 18th cen-
turies. Once complete, the project will make available 
to the world, digitized images of all known archival 
and manuscript materials in the Harvard Libraries that 
relate to 17th and 18th century North America.
- from Dick Eastman blog

This and That...
  There’s a call for volunteers at Family Search, espe-
cially if you read a foreign language. Go to FamilySe-
arch.org/Indexing
  The next season of “Genealogy Roadshow” will start 
May 17.
  “Finding Your Roots” returns for its third season on 
PBS - look for it on January 5.
  “Who Do You Think You Are” seasons 4 and 5 are 
available on hulu.
- Editor
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HQRL Security Statement
Heritage Quest Research Library does NOT share, sell, or broadcast member’s personal information, which includes name, 
mailing address, telephone number, and e-mail address to any organization outside HQRL.

(tear here and return)
Heritage Quest Research Library

Membership Application
Yearly Dues:  (Newsletter sent via email)
Individual:  $30.00 ______  Family:  $35.00 ______*
Yearly Dues:  (Newsletter mailed via postal service)
Individual:  $35.00 ______  Family:  $40.00 ______*

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

E-mail
*Members must live at same address

Mail to:  HQRL
1007 Main St.
Sumner, WA 98390
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