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Directly Speaking 
 

Have you been to your library lately?  Don’t procrastinate!  One 
important lesson I’ve learned in life is that “Tomorrow is Promised 
to NO ONE!”  For many years I have carried in my wallet some-
thing called “The Station” by Robert Hastings.  Essentially it com-
pares life to a very long train ride.  Day to day, we spend so much 
of our lives thinking about arriving at the station that we miss the 

joys of the trip.  On a certain day, at a certain time, we will pull into the sta-
tion and many wonderful dreams will come true, the pieces of our lives will fit 
together like a completed jigsaw puzzle.  What is your station?  When you 
retire?  When you have more time?  When that last kid finishes college?  
When you’ve paid off the mortgage?  When do you plan to enjoy more gene-
alogy?  When do you plan to get more involved?  When do you plan to have 
more fun? 
Sooner or later we must realize that there is no station, no one place to ar-
rive at, once and for all.  The true joy of life is the trip.  The station is only a 
dream that constantly outdistances us.  Relish the moment.  It isn’t the bur-
dens of today that drive men mad, it is the regrets over yesterday and the 
fear of tomorrow.  Regret and fear are twin thieves who rob us of today.  
So stop counting the miles, make time for yourself, come collect the benefits 
of your HQRL membership, find a lost ancestor, discover the social side of 
genealogical research, meet your fellow members, lose yourself in your fa-
vorite musty book, become a librarian, attend a committee meeting, voice 
your new ideas now, laugh more, cry less.  Life must be lived as we go 
along.The station will come soon enough. 
 
Carolyn Pasquier 
Director 

Quest Connections is published 

quarterly by the Heritage Quest 

Research Library. Submissions 

for publication  are welcomed 

and encouraged.  

Send submissions or ideas to : 

info@hqrl.com 
 

Please see page  8 of this news-

letter to see suggestions and ide-

as for future publications.   

Thank you. 

From the Director 

From The Board 
 

Welcome to the coming Spring of 2025.  We at Heritage Quest would like to thank all 
our volunteers, members of the Management Team and Board of Directors.  On the 
Board we would like to welcome our newest board member Elena Gosner and our 
returning members Mike Bartlett, John Gillem and Jay McNabb.  We say goodbye to 
board member Doug Sawyer for his time and commitment to HQRL. 
 
Change is sometimes painful, sometimes stressful and but hopefully always moving 
forward to more positive outcomes.  Different points of view bring new perspectives 
to how things are done and maybe more efficiently.  I ask that we are all supportive 
as we move forward in developing HQRL’s future and keep our families histories 
available to all. 
  
Gloria Brain 
Chairperson, HQRL Board of  Trustees 
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Nourish our Roots 2025 
  

Our roots are our history and the basis of what we do at HQRL.  These roots, on occasion, need 
additional nourishment, or fertilizer to continue growing and keeping our foundation strong.  We 
are hopeful that you can contribute to this growth by giving a donation to this campaign-no gift is 
too large of too small.  In the coming couple of months you may receive an 
email, phone call and or letter in the mail asking for your participation. 
  
We are honored to have a member that is offering to match your donations up 
to $10,000.  It is hoped that we may even exceed this goal so that more pro-
grams and services can be developed. 
  
We will have a thermometer at HQRL that will monitor the donations as they 
come in.  You can send in a donation anytime after March 1st and please note 
that it is for the Nourish Our Roots 2025 campaign to ensure the match is 
done.  You can send in checks or go on the website to donate using PayPal or 
Credit Card. Remember that donations are tax deductable.  
  
We thank you for your continued support and hope to see you all in the library 
soon. 
  
if you have any questions you can reach me at gbrain@comcast.net or 253-224-
5339. 
  
Gloria Brain 
Chairperson, HQRL Board of Trustees 

Help us increase membership 
 
After the fire, in order to get a new home, we lost our Main Street exposure.  When we were on 
Main Street in Sumner, there were many new folks stopping in each day, excited to find out that 
such a place existed.  We need to develop new ways for those folks to find us.   
Here’s an idea.... 
Our membership is back up over 200!  If each of us, when we stop by the library, would pick up 3 
promotional items, business cards, trifolds, or half sheet posters.  We could put them on bulletin 
boards where we shop, where we exercise, or where we worship, and help new folks find out 
about us 

We thank this quarter's donors who contributed 
$1,358 which also includes 2024 year end dona-
tions that were received after the cutoff date for 
the last newsletter: 
• Gloria Brain  
• Sara McGlothlen 
• Robert Burton  
• Cecelia Maskell 
• Kay Chandler  
• Valerie Offenbecher 
• Rachel Farley  
• Carolyn Pasquier 
• Patricia Fiebke  

• Doug Sawyer 
• Lee Ann Fogt  
• Durina Taylor 
• David Grimm  
• Terry Vaughan 
• Lori Jewell  
• Cash Donation Jar 
• Donna Koerker  
• PayPal Giving Fund 
 
Your generosity is really appreciated, and it does 
make a difference! 

mailto:gbrain@comcast.net
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HQRL is moving forward in new directions.   
Won’t you join us?  Our greatest asset is our volunteers.  Are you looking for a great volunteer opportunity?  
We could really use your help.  Participating is good, but being part of the planning is GREAT!  Come and be 
part of the excitement!   
I look forward to getting to know many of you better as we work together pro-
moting, researching, publishing, promoting, scanning, organizing, folding, 
gluing, building, collating, and assembling a great organization for us all. 
 

Book Repair  
2-4 hours a month 
Do you like restoring and preserving books?  Would you like to 

learn?  
HQRL Booth Promotions  

4-6 hours quarterly 
Do you love talking to folks about genealogy and HQRL?  Our HQRL booth at community events 

needs 2-3 members per shift. 
Secretary for Management Team  

2-4 hours a month 
Take minutes at monthly Management Team meetings.  

Autumn Quest Committee  
2-6 hours a month 
Do you love a good party? Autumn Quest It’s been 3 years since we’ve had an Autumn Quest. 

Shall we have one this year?  We’ll need to form a committee to handle all the tasks involved.   
Do you know how to organize a seminar?  Do you have suggestions for speakers?  Do you enjoy 

planning a good party?  We’ll need a strong committee to get back in the swing of offering a 
seminar.  Will you help? 

Technology  
4-5 hours a month 
Do you know more than the average person about computers?  Could you keep our computers 

and software updated and working properly?   
Grant finder  

4-5 hours a month at home   
Do you enjoy shopping on the internet?  Have you helped with Grant searches or grant writing be-

fore? 
Books on the Road  

4-6 hours a month 
Do you enjoy attending genealogy seminars?  Would you like to represent HQRL at in-person 

seminars?   
Bookstore Manager  

2-4 hours a week 
Do you love books? Have you worked in retail?  

Social Media  
2-4 hours a week at home 
Do you love Social Media?  We have a Facebook page that needs an administrator. What other 

exposure could you manage for us on the internet? 
Office Manager  

2-4 hours a week 
Have you worked in an office? Are you an organizer?   

Librarian  
3-6 hours a week 
Do you like meeting new people?  Do you love solving a new mystery?  Be part of the staff that 

keeps us open 6 days a week. 
 

If you don’t have time to share right now, maybe you’re an idea person.  We are always looking for new ways 
to keep the library fresh and fun. 
If you have any questions about volunteering or ideas about moving the library forward, I am always in the 
library on Mondays.  Call (253) 863-1806, or stop in.  I’d love to hear your thoughts. 
 
Carolyn Pasquier, Director  
(253) 862-1157 
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Message From the Education Department 

  

 

     I want to first say thank you to all our speakers for joining us last year and to all of those who participated in our 
classes. You are not only learning about strategies and sources to move your family histories forward (or should I say 
back in time) but you are helping support HQRL. That support helps us provide more classes and provide everyone 
with unique library experience where you can come into the library and use resources that will support the classes you 
are taking, perhaps give you details about family information, and allow you to get help from our HQ librarians to find 
even more.  
     Our first 2 classes this year helped us find places to look and learn a bit more about German history pertinent to 
genealogy from Till Fehmer. He came to us directly from Germany and shared great resources and strategies. One 
participant told our librarians that because of the class she was able to break through a brick wall she had been work-
ing on.  
     The second class, 7 Habits-7 Months, was from DearMYRTLE who is from right here in Washington state. I won’t 
go into it too much as our newsletter editor is writing something up about it. I will say that we learned a lot about habits 
we should be practicing to improve our genealogy and made some commitments to each other about what, how and 
when we were going to follow through on those commitments. 
     One of the outcomes of this class was a new practice we will be continuing with our next classes. After the class 
was completed and the speaker signed off, we took a short break and returned to work together on both ZOOM and in 
person. We reviewed what we had each taken from the class and had a conversation about how we wanted to go 
about following through with our new habits. 
     Sharing what we have learned was one of the habits and we have some ideas for moving forward with that. I real-
ize as I write this that by sharing this it holds myself and the others in this class to, as Nike says, “JUST DO IT!” We 
have some learning to do but we are discussing the option of doing an education blog. We will learn how to go about 
that most efficiently and get started within the next month. This would be a place for people to post what they have 
been doing that pertains to the class topic, pose questions to each other, and support each other in learning. 
     These 2 pieces, the post-class discussion and the blog moves the learning beyond, “I heard it and now go do it.” I 
look forward to the conversations both immediately afterwards and later online. Be patient, however. This “old” learner 
has some “new” learning to do before we get the second part ready to go. 
     In the meantime, see the schedule of classes on the website. 
 
· March 20 Filles Du Roi (King’s Daughters – French Canadian ancestors) 
· April 3 – Bluegrass Roots (Kentucky) 
· April 17 – Indirect Evidence 
· May 1 – Google Your Way to Genealogical Gems 
· May 15 – Using R/E Deeds 
 
AND SO MUCH MORE!!!! Come join the fun. 

Heidi Geise 
Education 

“7 Habits—7 Months”  What I learned 

from DearMYRTLE 

I honestly did not think I would learn that much from this 

class. I have been inundated with tips on doing my geneal-

ogy and family history for so long and still have trouble 

getting organized or forming a plan to clean up all of the 

paperwork and documents I have in folders and note-

books. Boy, was I surprised! This class proved so valuable 

to me. I am easily distracted by the “shiny object”, and you 

can tell that by the way my information is collected and 

“filed” (a word I use very loosely).  Then along came the 

DearMyrtle 7 Habits class. So what did I learn? 

There are 7 Habits that we should develop when doing our 

research. So I’m going to, with permission granted from 

Myrtle, break these down just a little and tell you how they 

apply to me and which ones I decided to focus on first.  

1. Document Assertions. I don’t know about you 

guys, but I didn’t even know what an assertion was...I 

had to ask. (Key point: If you don’t know something, 

ask someone! There are no dumb questions and how 

are you ever going to learn if you don’t ask?) An asser-

tion is a confident and forceful statement of belief. 

How would you use this in your research? Say you 

can’t find a birth certificate on one of your ancestors, 

how are you going to prove his age or year of birth. 

Maybe you find information on  him in a will, land 

grant, miliary record, census or tax record. 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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In Memoriam:  
DICK BOLIN  1940-2024 

 
     Dick served on our Management Team as Office Manager and was in-
credibly involved in the move into our new Puyallup location. 
     He was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, was a long-time resident of Riv-
erside, California, and moved to Washington state after retiring. 
     His two loves were his family and spending time with his grandson. 
He enjoyed genealogy and found great delight in discovering new and inter-
esting branches on the family tree.  He loved following the Kraken team who brought back memo-
ries of his early years in Minnesota. 

Dick will be missed for his dry humor and his diligence when taking on any project. 

Northern State Hospital Records Are Now Available 

Following a query by The Seattle Times to the Washington State Archives about records from Northern State Hospital, 

a mental institution that closed 50 years ago and was located in Sedro Wooley, the Washington Attorney General’s Of-

fice issued new guidance that opened records older than 50 years following patients’ deaths.  

The Seattle Times has paid to digitize patient death records and make them public. You can find a full article located 

here: Northern State Hospital records solve mystery of family members’ graves | The Seattle Times  

And here:The lost patients of WA’s abandoned psychiatric hospital  

Bagpipes: Do you hate them or love them? 

What do you think of when you hear the word “Bagpipe”...Scottish highlands, kilts, Lochness? Would 
it surprise you to find out that the first bagpipes weren’t even from Scotland, but 
instead appear to have originated in the Middle East where they were first played by 
pipers thousands of years ago. The earliest bagpipe-like instruments have been 
linked to the Egyptians around 400 BCE.  Bagpipes slowly made their way through-
out Europe and by the 15th century they had made their way to Scotland where 
Highland musicians added their own influence,  modifying the pipes to their mod-
ern appearance and sounds. At that time, all of the  pipers learned music by ear and 
memorization as the first written music for the pipes may not have appeared until 
the 18th century.   The MacCrimmons of the Scottish island of Skye — were particularly known for 
their influence in bagpiping, with six generations continuing the art, composing music, and teaching 
through their own piping college in the 17th and 18th centuries .  
 
Article submitted by Terri Vaughan from interestingfacts.com 

“If you don’t know history, you don’t know 

anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know 

it is part of a tree”  

– Michael Crichton, American author.  

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/times-watchdog/northern-state-hospital-records-solve-mystery-of-family-members-graves/
https://projects.seattletimes.com/2023/local/lost-patients-WA-abandoned-psychiatric-hospital/
https://tracktmp.interestingfacts.com/?xtl=56462nf6kt757vjb2duj6u9i4hr2q6xssc1leg2o01k8dtxzvs3s025jukmttgb337yfg60fut27okjd7a9q3srvn06ggm0w7i9xvmrwmabc05zg7t4scvfgcgwe53klg3gtdle5qlsx290r5ujgjqldbb5iuvmedqpju1gpvt1561qqcn1r6y1pexdbnk1wfdw7eoekbmyaaiaw0m4h0dfz
https://tracktmp.interestingfacts.com/?xtl=11jvsjp3xcb2aczw2z9af4hxeom9if2wwt3nq5p8epcbr72b9yn4oihmd5y5zrd56cmrjwyaa3gpboguolut41bvyufiqtdesdpm1tpmhdntid9p7iy5lxqe8dvgkjeydklxc2udllgqxtx68l4hqmgzuqqe60m87ph19nlw6pvk48js7pckntklxxiukfi41igispfk9r1oktylfzh63zd4
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NEW IN THE COLLECTION 
Submitted by Carolyn Pasquier, Collections Manager 

  

Discover our ‘New Bookshelf,’ the first shelf to the left of the classroom door. 
 
The most recent new books are from these generous donors: Melonie Liening, Tacoma Pierce County Genealogical Society, Sally Hurst, Kay 
McArthur, Janet Baccus, Alan J. Manning, Algona-Pacific Library, Connie L. Sweetman, Ken Shipman, Ellen McKenna, Terry Vaughan, Darrell 
Corbin.  Thank you for keeping our collection new and fresh. 
AL 011: Alabama 1860 agricultural and manufacturing census Volume 1 Linda L. Green 
IL Sangamon 005: 1887 Directory of the farmers and land owners of Sangamon county, Illinois Sangamon County Genealogical Society 
IL Sangamon 006: Minors' naturalization papers final oath - 1892-1906 Sangamon County, Illinois Sangamon County Genealogical Society 
IL Sangamon 007: Sangamon county Illinois birth record index January 1884 - December 1887 Sangamon County Genealogical Society 
IL Sangamon 008: Index to record of letters and wills 1901-1946 Sangamon County, Illinois Sangamon County Genealogical Society 
IL Sangamon 009: Birth record Sangamon County, Illinois July 1860-September 1878 Sangamon County Genealogical Society 
IL Sangamon 010: Marriage records Sangamon County, Illinois 1900-1904 Sangamon County Genealogical Society 
IL Sangamon 011: 1877 village and country directory Sangamon County, Illinois Sangamon County Genealogical Society 
IL Sangamon 012: Estate record index probate estates 1-6684, 1821-1907 Sangamon County, Illinois Sangamon County Genealogical Soci-
ety 
KY 055: Petitions of the early inhabitants of Kentucky to the general assembly of Virginia 1769-1792 James Rood Robertson 
MA Plymouth 012: Guide to Plymouth's historic old burial hill, stories from behind the gravestones.  Shipwrecks and curses, pilgrim love 
stories, Puritan history, forgotten wars, tragedies, intriguing epitaphs.  Includes names index with grave location indicator Theodore P. Bur-
bank 
MA Plymouth 013:  Plymouth in the words of her founders, a visitor's guide to America's hometown Paul Jehle 
OH Fairfield 010: History of Fairfield County, Ohio, and representative citizens Charles C. Miller 
OH Fairfield 011: Biographical record of Fairfield County, Ohio, illustrated S.J. Clarke Publishing Company 
OH Trumbull 001: Twentieth century history of Trumbull County, Ohio; a narrative account of its historical progress, its people, and its princi-
pal interests Volume 1 Harriet Taylor Upton 
VA Botetourt 006: Botetourt County marriages, 1770-1853 Volume 2 John Vogt, T. William Kethley 
WA Grays Harbor 010: Ocosta-by-the-sea the hopes and hardships of a Pacific Northwest town and the pioneers who led the charge Lila 
Biggs Mitchell 
WA Pierce 066: 1892 Pierce County, Washington auditor's census Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society 
WA Pierce 067: Birth records Tacoma-Pierce County, Washington 1887-1892 Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society 
Foreign CANADA 000 Research 13: Finding your Canadian ancestors a beginner's guide Sherry Irvine and Dave Obee 
Foreign CANADA 039: Cornerstone colony Selkirk's contribution to the Canadian west Grant MacEwan 
Foreign CANADA 040: Migration patterns in Canada Dr. Edward Smith 
Foreign CANADA 041: Researching Canadian newspaper records Ryan Taylor 
Foreign CANADA 042: Migration patterns in Canada Dr. Edward Smith 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 028: Early Ontario settlers a source book Norman K. Crowder 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 029: While the women only wept, loyalist refugee women in Eastern Ontario Janice Potter-MacKinnon 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 030: Across the waters Ontario immigrants' experiences 1820-1850 Frances Hoffman & Ryan Taylor 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 031 bk.1 v.1-4: Index to marriage registrations of Ontario, Canada 1869-1873  book 1 volumes 1-4 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 031 bk.2 v.4-10: Index to marriage registrations of Ontario, Canada 1869-1873  book 2 volumes 4-10 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 031 bk.3 v.11-16: Index to marriage registrations of Ontario, Canada 1869-1873 book 3 volumes 11-16 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 031 bk.4 v.17-21: Index to marriage registrations of Ontario, Canada 1869-1873 book 4 volumes 17-21 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 031 bk.5 v.22-26: Index to marriage registrations of Ontario, Canada 1869-1873 book 5 volumes 22-26 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 031 bk.6 v.27-31: Index to marriage registrations of Ontario, Canada 1869-1873 book 6 volumes 27-31 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 032 v.1 p.1: Vital records of Upper Canada/Canada West Volume 1: Part 1 Niagara District 1795-1856 Dan Walk-
er, Fawne Stratford-Devai, Brenda Young, Marilyn Jackson 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 032 v.1 p.2: Vital Records of Upper Canada/Canada West volume1 part 2 Niagara District 1792-1849 Dan Walk-
er, Fawne Stratford-Devai, Brenda Young, Marilyn Jackson 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 032 v.1 p.3: Vital Records of Upper Canada/Canada West volume1 part 3 Niagara District 1816-1866 Dan Walk-
er, Fawne Stratford-Devai 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 032 v.1 p.4: Vital records of Upper Canada/Canada West Volume 1: Part 4 Niagara District 1820-1869 Dan Walk-
er, Fawne Stratford-Devai 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 032 v.2 p.1: Vital Records of Upper Canada/Canada West volume 2: part 1 Gore district 1818-1857 Dan Walker, 
Fawne Stratford-Devai 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 032 v.2 p.2: Vital Records of Upper Canada/Canada West volume 2: part 2 Gore district 1824-1869 Dan Walker, 
Fawne Stratford-Devai 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 032 v.2 p.3: Vital Records of Upper Canada/Canada West volume 2: part 3 Gore District: 1806-1869 Dan Walker, 
Fawne Stratford-Devai 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 033 v.01: Marriage registers of Upper Canada/Canada West Volume 1: Talbot District 1837-1857 Dan Walker, 
Fawne Stratford-Devai 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 033 v.09 p.2: Marriage registers of Upper Canada/Canada West volume 9: part 2 Wellington district 1852-1857 
Dan Walker, Fawne Stratford-Devai 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 033 v.13: Marriage Registers of Upper Canada/Canada West volume 13: Gore District 1842-1856 Dan Walker, 
Fawne Stratford-Devai 
Foreign CANADA Ontario 033 v.14: Marriage Registers of Upper Canada/Canada West Volume 14 Western District 1786-1856 Dan Walker, 
Fawne Stratford-Devai 
Foreign CANADA Ontario Frontenac 006: Cataraqui united church cemetery lot 15 concession III Kingston township, Frontenac County, 
Ontario Kingston Branch Ontario Genealogical Society 
Foreign CANADA Ontario Perth 002: Centennial at Listowel. Joanne Hall 
Foreign CANADA Ontario Waterloo 004: Family research in Waterloo and Wellington Counties Ryan Taylor 
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    Found in the Stacks 
By Sara McGlothlen 

 

     As March arrives, the days are longer 
and warmer, daylight savings time re-
turns on the 10

th
 and it’s Irish American 

Heritage Month! Irish ancestors or not, 
we all have fun being Irish on St. Pat-
rick’s Day. Whether it is a parade, green 
beer, or just a pin-on shamrock, we cele-
brate the Irish American experience to-
gether. The quote below precisely sums 
up our Irish American Heritage. 

“Through an indomitable spirit, the Irish in Ameri-
ca have battled adversities to carve out a signifi-
cant place for themselves. While they maintain 
their rich cultural heritage, they have beautifully 
amalgamated it with the American way of life, con-
tributing to a unique Irish American identity. The 
echoes of their influence ring out across American 
life, be it in politics, arts, or, indeed, modern digital 
innovations. Celebrated and cherished, the influ-
ence and impact of the Irish diaspora on modern 
America is indeed a story worth telling and re-
membering.” ** 

     We are fortunate here at HQRL as the Foreign Collec-
tion has a variety of books related to research in Ireland. 
The Ireland collection has over 120 books and CDs to 
help you research your Irish ancestry. 
     One book in the Ireland section that caught my atten-
tion is titled ‘Going to America’ by Terry Coleman, call 
number Foreign IRELAND 022. This book is not specific to 
Ireland, yet it speaks to the how and why so many chose 
to emigrate from the British Isles during the 18

th
 and 19th  

centuries. Of particular interest are the accounts of those 
who wrote of their experiences. For most emigrants, steer-
age was the only passage they could afford. How any sur-
vived the conditions they were forced to endure during the 
passage is both enlightening and nauseating. It is a mira-
cle any survived in reaching their destination.   
     The table of contents as printed in the book are listed 
below to make it easier to decide what topic would be  
of interest. 
Chapters: 
1.The Lands of Promise 
2.Who Should Go and Why 
3. America in the Mind of Time 
4. Leaving Home 
5. Liverpool and the Last of England 
6. Hard-driven Ships and Brutal Crews 
7. The Voyage 
8. Washed Away; Drowned Altogether 
9. 1847, The Plague Year 
10. New York 
11. Quarantine, Runners, and Rackets 
12. Colonizing and Shoveling Out 
13. The Breaking of Lieutenant Holder 
14. America for the Americans 
15. Steamships and Castle Garden 
The book also has many illustrations drawn by passen-
gers themselves, appendices and it is well documented.  
** website: Irish Around the World.    
https://irisharoundtheworld.com/the-irish-diaspora-
influence-and-impact-on-modern-america/ 

 

 

And we need your submissions! 

Do you have something y0u would like to see in the 

Newsletter? Do you have a family story or research 

path you can share? How about some hints or tips 

that work for you? Do you have a skeleton in your 

closet or a really interesting research trip you went 

on? Did you have an Aha! DNA moment? Did one of 

our classes help you find an ancestor? Would you be 

willing to be interviewed about your Genealogy path or 

even just have a picture of one of your ancestors 

you want to share?  Have you discovered a really good 

book about Genealogy (research or fiction) that you 

think others would like? Have you heard of updated 

information or new sites that would be of interest to 

our members? These are all ideas that we can include in 

this newsletter. If you have any  suggestions or would 

like to contribute to some of the ideas above, please 

send them to: 

 info@hqrl.com   

The Newsletter is posted in color on the HQRL Website 

at : hqrl.com 

This Is Your 

 

 

 

Online Databases FREE with Member-

ship 

"Along with the library editions of Ancestry and 

My Heritage, we now have FindMyPast.  

REMEMBER you can access  My Heritage  from 

home by logging in to the members page at: 

hqrl.com 

We are alive and well because of our volunteers, 

members and patrons.  

New Management Team Members 

Sara McGlothlen: Membership Chair 
Carmen McIntyre: Promotions Chair 
Dale Loseth:  Grant Coordinator. 
 
Please come in, introduce yourself to them, 
and thank them for volunteering.  
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Making Ends Meet 
 

     Who would have imagined that a dozen eggs would ever cost more than a gallon of  
gas? Yet that is the reality of the day. Rising costs are taking a toll on all of us, including  
our treasured library, which makes this appeal especially difficult.  
     It is embarrassing to have to ask for money, but the plain truth is that we must appeal to our 
members for added support. We have lost two crucial funding sources, Books on the Road and 
Autumn Quest, as well as a shrinking membership, and the library is currently finding it unable 
to “make ends meet.”  
     The next six months will be crucial in reversing our current shortfall. We must launch  
vigorous marketing and fund-raising activities to ensure the future of the library. We are  
also looking to our members for help with events and publicity when possible.  
     In the meantime, we need a more consistent income to meet our monthly expenses. A re-
curring monthly donation of $10 a month (about $.35 a day) would come close to  
covering our monthly rent. However, that is only about a third of what we need to meet  
current expenses.  
One-time donations are always welcome as well, and you might 
consider  
• Donating a part of your income tax refund  
• Collecting and donating loose change  
• Signing up for one or more of our classes helps as well. At-

tendance is in person or by Zoom  
• Purchasing books at our bookstore  
      
We are so grateful for the support our members have provided in 
the past. You are the lifeblood of our organization and without you, the library would not exist. 
Your dedication is a testimony to your desire to preserve this unique and valuable source for 
researchers and the larger community.  
With all our hearts, we thank you. 
The Management Team  

Do You Have Questions About Using A  
Windows PC For Your Genealogy? 

 

If you do, come on into HQRL for 
the Wednesday Workshop. We 
have a group of volunteers that 
will try to assist you.  
Examples of what they may be 
able to help with: 

1. Ideas to help you organ-
ize your information.  
2. Assist you with Microsoft software such 
as Word or Excel. 
3. How to import or export your tree. 
4. Show you how to research the Catalog’s 
in FamilySearch and Ancestry. 

Our volunteers are PC (Windows) based users. 
However, we have one Mac (Apple) user who will 
try to assist you if you have a question. 
This is very informal and there is no cost, so put 
Wednesday Workshop on your calendar! Every 
Wednesday, all day long. We look forward to see-
ing you. 

Volunteers are the lifeline of 

HQRL! 
 

     Volunteers are the backbone of the Heritage 
Quest Research Library, and we could not exist 
without them. We need your help!  There are many 
ways you can share your time with the library.  Alt-
hough most of our volunteer librarians have re-
turned, we still have volunteer opportunities to fill 
and we need YOU.  There are many special pro-
jects of short and long duration that would benefit 
from a contribution of your time.  We have flexible 
scheduling and try very hard to work around any 
conflicts or other commitments in your day or week.  
And there is no set amount of volunteer time re-
quired.   

 
Please contact:   

Susan Nolan,  
Volunteer Coordinator  

at 253-351-6044  
 or  

HQRL at 253-863-1806 

to explore opportunities for  

volunteering  
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“7 Habits—7 Months”  What I learned 

from DearMYRTLE (continued from page 4) 

1. (cont) Document each of these and they are your as-

sertions of when he was probably born. These docu-

ments support your belief of  that particular year.  

*Important note: Keep Research Logs! 

2. Start Filing Right Away. Whether you use paper or 

digital, File Those Documents! File them as soon as 

you get them and in a way that you can easily find 

them and don’t waste time repeatedly looking for the 

same record over and over.  My documents are in 

notebooks. Easy to find? NO! I have a notebook for 

each family branch, but the documents are just thrown 

in there so I really don’t know what’s where.  I have a 

copy of a judgement my  great-great grandfather 

passed down, when he was a judge in Missouri, that 

shows his compassion towards a young black man that 

“attacked” a white man (this was right at the end of the 

civil war). I went to find it the other day to send a copy 

to my nephew...Do you think I know where it is? NO. 

If it had been filed appropriately, I would have been 

able to pull it up immediately.  

3. Learn From The Experts. You can’t do it on your 

own! Well, you could, but why not learn from someone 

who has already made all the mistakes and can help 

you navigate in a straight line? Take classes, read liter-

ature, attend seminars and webinars. Every class I 

have ever taken has taught me something (Like this 

class!).  

4. Adhere to the Genealogical Proof Standard.  If 

you aren’t familiar with the Standards, become so. 

(hint: this sounds like a future article for the Newslet-

ter). Many years ago when HQRL was located in 

Orting, I made a copy of my ancestor, Tobias Dinger’s 

name on the ship he came into New Orleans on from 

La Havre France (coming from Germany). I didn’t 

know to document anything so all I had was  this pho-

tocopy of his name on a ship register. Two years ago, I 

decided to look it up again and check the name of the 

ship and year and if anyone came with him.  I couldn't 

find him any where. I knew I wasn't crazy because I 

had the photocopy. Finally after about a week of look-

ing in all kinds of ships records, I found him.. When 

his name was transcribed, it had been documented as 

Jonas Dinger. If I had known about the Genealogical 

Proof Standard and how to document my sources, I 

would have been able to go right to his information.  

5. Use Technology Wisely. Make sure, if at all possi-

ble, to look at the original image. Transcribers can 

make mistakes (as I proved above). Avoid quick-click 

genealogy. Don’t merge your tree with someone else's 

unless you are 100% sure of the validity of the infor-

mation (Genealogical Proof...see the connective 

threads here?) My Larsen side of the family has re-

peatedly told me we were descended from George 

Seoule , Mayflower passenger. They could not prove, 

nor have I been able to prove the one missing link that 

prevents me from being 100% sure of this. They have 

the name that would connect us, but no documenta-

tion of her parents, birth date or birth place. Is it the 

same name as one of his descendants? It’s similar, but 

again, no proof. And BACK UP YOUR DATA...external 

hard drives, flash drives, the cloud, whatever works for 

you, but if your computer or laptop crashes, you’ll be 

glad you did!   

6. Consider the Archivist’s Point of View. Are you 

planning a trip to the National Archives in Seattle or 

just a trip to some towns historical society. Be pre-

pared! The archivist is not your personal research con-

sultant. Be precise in what documents or records you 

wish to view. Smile, be friendly and leave a good im-

pression. Afterwards, send a thank you letter and be 

specific in who helped you.  I had the great pleasure to 

work with the  Okanogan County Historical Society in 

locating some specific information on my Larsen line. 

After I left there, Barry George, one of their main re-

searchers continued to send me information’ for 

months afterwards, on my family  that he had come 

across while he was researching for others.  

7. Share With Others. We learned everything we 

needed to know about sharing in kindergarten.  So do 

it! Share your knowledge. Share Grandma’s Head-

cheese recipe (even if it grosses everyone out) and 

share your stories. For the past few years I have been 

lamenting that no one even cared that I was collecting 

all of this Family History and Genealogy. Then one 

day, my great nephew called me to see if I still had my 

parents wedding rings. We got to talking and I started 

telling him stories about my mother and our ances-

tors...civil war service, killings, adoptions, etc. He was 

so excited to know stuff about his history that he had 

never been told. Now when I’m researching, I tell my 

self this is for Justin and Gavin and Denny and Sarah 

and Dwayne and Cadence and all of those “kids” I 

thought would never care! 

So after all of this, I realized that you can’t do just one 

Habit without it overflowing into all of the rest. But I can 

prioritize. I am going to start with filing. That will make all 

of my research easier. Carolyn Pasquier at HQRL is help-

ing me digitize my files (and that’s what the volunteers at 

HQRL do...Help you). Then with any new research I do, I 

will make sure I document my assertions using the Genea-

logical Proof Standards. And I will share my findings and 

any knowledge I pick up along the way. It’s a win-win no 

matter how you look at it! Thank you DearMYRTLE! 

Beth Scott, Newsletter Editor. 
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FYI’s of Importance 
When in the library using the databases (Family Search, My Heritage, etc.), please do not save 
your research or information you find on the databases to the library computers. Doing this can 
keep your personal log in names and passwords in the computers. This was found by someone us-
ing the library computers and they were able to pull up the persons log in name and password. 
Please save all information to a separate personal flash drive or to your own online account. DO 
NOT tell the library computers to save your passwords.  Remember, Heritage Quest computers are 
public computers and you should never save login information or passwords to public computers.  

TV and Bon Bons 

      
     Another volunteer said to me recently, “What 
would I be doing if I didn’t have HQRL - sit home 
watching TV and eating bon-bons?”  Her comment 
was an eye opener for me. I realized how narrow 
my life had become. and that feeling “out to pas-
ture” was affecting me physically, mentally and so-
cially. It wasn’t that I didn’t have plenty to occupy 
my time. Yet, over time a sense of dissatisfaction 
had set in. I considered going back to work; I 
signed up for classes; joined a gym and, of course, 
focused on researching. But I also enjoyed not 
having a schedule, not having to be anywhere at 
any given time. I didn’t realize my world was 
shrinking, didn’t recognize that I felt isolated, no 
longer connected to the larger community and use-
less.    
    When the library re-opened in May of last year, I 
decided to volunteer. It was the best thing I’ve 
done for myself in a long time. It has revived my 
sense of purpose. It has given me new enthusi-
asm. I find I am energized by talking with other like-
minded individuals and making new friends. Addi-
tionally, I can once again use skills I acquired over 
the years. 
     Spending time in the library has been an eye-
opener. I had no clue as to the vast amount of in-
formation available. Not only is the collection valua-
ble to family researchers, it is also an excellent re-
source for many out-of-print books that can’t be 
found at other libraries or online. I was also aston-
ished by the amount of behind the scenes work 
and upkeep that is necessary for the library to re-
main an exceptional resource for researchers and 
the larger community. 
     At present, the behind-the-scenes efforts to 
keep the library at its best are falling on the shoul-
ders of the few and those few would welcome any 
additional help with open arms. My guess is that 
there may be other of our members who are strug-
gling with the feeling of “being out to pasture” too 
long. 
    Whatever your strengths are, willingness to take 
on an additional responsibility or two would be 
most welcome.  HQRL needs you and you might 
just need HQRL. 

 By sara mcglothlen 

Donated Duplicates Add Valuable  

Resources to Your Home Library 

 
Have you been to our library lately? Folks have been do-
nating books, and some are duplicates of books already on 
our shelves. The duplicates are on a rack in our lobby; the 
cost is $5 for hard covers and #2 for soft covers. "New" 
duplicates are added weekly so you may need to make 
more than one trip! 

 
Some of the books available are: 
1787 Census of Virginia, Vol. I, II, III. 
Copyright 1987. The information in these 
volumes is based on tax lists from that lo-
cation and time and includes all persons of 
any age, whether male or female, recorded 
by name if they had taxable property. The 
listings also include additional information 
such as whether the person was a slave 
owner, carriage owner or had a stud horse. It also tells if 
the person was tithable or non-tithable. White males 16 
years and greater at the county level and 21 years and 
greater at the state level are tithable with certain excep-
tions. By looking at these exceptions and reviewing the 
data, you can begin to deduce additional information such 
as an approximation of age, gender, and profession. There 
are tons of hints you can glean from these volumes to di-
rect you in additional research. 
American Place Names of Long Ago. Copy-
right1998. This tome is an alphabetical list, 
by state, of every county, city, town, vil-
lage, and post office in the United States, 
with population numbers, according to the 
census of 1890. 
Researchers Guide to American Genealo-
gy, 3rd Edition. Copyright 2007. This is a 
very well written and easily understanda-
ble book that takes you through every-
thing from sources vs. evidence to con-
flicting evidence. It explains how to look 
at census information, military infor-
mation, wills and estates, and land rec-
ords. It also has a section on pedigree 
analysis which includes “What do I 
know” vs. “What does this suggest”.  
 
Any one of these books would be a valuable resource to 
have in your home library! 
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